

B E A 

Bear's-ear, or Auricula. [ auricula urft, Lat.] The name of 
a plant. 

It hath a perennial root; the leaves are thicker and fmoother 
than thofe of the primrofc ; the cup of the flower is (hortcr, fo 
that the tube appears naked ; the flower is fhaped like a funnel ; 
the upper part is expanded, and divided into five fegments; this 
is fuccecded by a globular feed-veflel, containing many frnall 
feeds ; every year it produces vaft quantities of new flowers, 
differing in fhape, fizc, or colour ; and there is likewife a great 
variety in the leaves of thefe plants. They flower in April, 
and ripen their feeds in June. Millar. 

Bear’s-ear, or Sanicle. [ cortufa. , Lat.] 

This plant hath a perennial root ; the leaves are roundifh, 
rough, and crenated on the edges, like thofe of ground ivy ; 
the cup of the flower is final), and divided into fix parts ; the 
flowers are fhaped, like a funnel, cut at the top into many feg- 
ments, and difpofed in an umbel ; the fruit is roundifh, ter- 
minating in a point, and is clofely fixt in the cup, in which are 
contained many frnall angular feeds. We have but one fpccies 
of this plant, which is nearly allied to the auricula urft-, but the 
flowers arc not quite fo large and fair. It lofes its leaves in 
winter, but puts out new ones early in the fpring; and, in A- 
pril, it produces flowers, which are fometimes fuccecded by 
Iced pods ; but it is very rare that they perfect their feeds with 
us. Millar. 

Bear’s-foot. n.f. See Hellebore, of which it is a fpccies. 

Bear’s-wort. n.f. An herb. 

BEARD, n.f [beapb, Saxon.] 

I. The hair that grows on the lips and chin. 

Ere on thy chin the fpringing heard began 
To fpread a doubtful down, and protnife man. Prior. 

?. Beard is ufed for the face ; as, to do any thing to a man’s heard, 
is to do it in defiance, or to his face. 

Rail’d at their covenant, and jeer’d 
Their rev’rend parfons to my beard. Hudibras. 

3. Beard is ufed to mark age or virility ; as, he has a long beard , 
means he is old. 

This ancient ruffian, Sir, whofe life I have fpared at fuit of 
his grey beard. Shakejp. K. Lear. 

Seme thin remains of chaflity appear’d, 

Ev’n under Jove, but Jove without a beard. Dryden. 

Would it not be an infufferable thing, for a profefTor to have 
his authority, of forty years Handing, confirmed by general tra- 
dition, and a reverend beard, overturned by an upftart novc- 
lift ? Locke. 

4. Sharp prickles growing upon the care of corn. 

The ploughman loft his fweat, and the green corn 
Hath rotted ere its youth attain’d a beard. 

Sbakefp. Midfummer Night's Dream. 
A certain farmer complained, that the beards of his corn cut 
the reapers and threfhers fingers. L'Ejlrange. 

5. A barb on an arrow. 

6. The beard or chuck of a horfe, is that part which bears the 

curb of the bridle. Farrier's Did. 

To Beard, v. a. [from beard.] 

1. To Like or pluck by the beard, in contempt or anger. 

No man fo potent breathes upon the ground. 

But I will beard him. Sbakefp. Henry IV. p. i. 

2. To oppofe to the face ; to fet at open defiance. 

He, whenfoever he fhould fwerve from duty, may be able to 
beard him. Spenfer’s State of Ireland. 

The defign of utterly extirpating monarchy and epifeopaev, 
the prefbyteriam alone begun, continued, and would have 
ended, if they had not been bearded by that new party, with 
whom they could not agree about dividing the fpoil. Swift. 

Be'arded. adj. [from heard.] 

1. Having a beard. 

Think every bearded fellow, that’s but yok’d. 

May draw with you. Sbakefp. Othello. 

Old prophecies foretcl our fall at hand. 

When bearded men in floating caftles land. Dryden. 

2. Having fharp prickles, as corn. 

As when a field 

Of Ceres, ripe for harveft, waving bends 

Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 

Sways them. Milton's ParadiJ'e Lcjl, b. iv. I. 982. 

The fierce virago 

Flew o’er the fields, nor hurt die bearded grain. Dryden. 

3. Barbed or jagged. 

Thou fhouldft have pull’d the fccrct from my breaft. 
Torn out the bearded fteel to give me reft. Dryd. Aurengz. 

Beardless, adj. [from beard.] 

1 . Without a beard. 

There are extant fame coins of Cunobelin, king of EfTex 
and Middlcfex, with a bear die fs image, inferibed Cunobelin. 

Cambden's Remains. 

2. Youthful. 

And, as young ftriplings wheep the top for fport, 

On the fmooth pavement of an empty court. 

The wooden engine flics and whirls about. 

Admir’d with clamours of the beardlefs rout Dryden. 

Bearer, n.f [from to bear.] 


B E A 

1. A carrier of any tiling, who conveys anv thing from one 

or perfon to another. “ ‘ wce 

He lhould the bearers put to fudden death, 

Not fhriving time allow’d. Sbakefp. Hamb, 

rorgive the bearer of unhappy' news ; 

Your alter'd father openly purfues 

M 0Urri T , . f . . Dryden' s Aurengzebe 

No gentleman fends a fervant with a mefl'age, without en 
deavouring to put it into terms brought down to the capacity of 
the bearer. r p 

2. One employed in carrying burthens. ' 

And he fet thrccfcore and ten thoufand of them to be Lea 
of burdens. a Chron. "[ 

3. One who wears any thing. 

O majefty ! 

When thou doft pinch thy bearer , thou doft fit 
Like a rich armour worn in heat of day. 

That fealds with fafety. Sbakefp. Henry IV. p j[ 

4. One who carries the body to the grave. 

5. A tree that yields its produce. 

This way of procuring autumnal rofes, in fome that are ^ood 
bearers, will fuccecd. 

Reprune apricots and peaches, faving as much of the young 
likelieft fhoots as are well placed; for die raw hearrl com- 
monly perifh the new ones fuccccding. Evelyn’s Kalendar. 

6. In architecture. A poft or brick wall raifed up between 
the ends of a piece of timber, to fhorten its bearing } or to 
prevent its bearing with the whole weight at the ends only. 

7. In heraldry. Sec Supporter. 

Be'arherd. n.f. [from bear and herd-, as fbepherd, from Jhtep.] 
A man that tends bears. J 

He that is more than a youth, is not for me ; and he that is 
lefs than a man, I am not for him ; therefore I will even take 
fixpence in earneft of the bearberd, and lead his apes into hell. 

Sbakefp. Much ado about Nothing. 

Be'arixc. n.f. [from bear.] 

l. The fite or place of any thing with refpecl to fomething elfe. 

But of this frame, the bearings and the ties. 

The ftrong connexions, nice dependencies. 

Gradations juft, has thy pervading foul 

Look’d through ? or can a part contun the whole ? Pope. 

2' Gefture ; mien ; behaviour. 

That is Claudio ; I know him by his bearing. 

Sbakefp. Much ado about Nothing. 

3. In architecture. Bearing of a piece of timber, with carpen- 
ters, is the fpacc either between the two fixt extremes thereof, 
or between one extreme and a poft, brick-wall, (Ac. trimmed up 
between the ends, to fhorten its bearing. Builder’s Did. 

Be'arward. n.f. [from bear and ward. ] A keeper of bears. 

We’ll bait thy bears to death. 

And manacle the bearward in their chains. Shah. Henry VI. 
The bear is led after one manner, the multitude after an- 
other ; the bearward leads but one brute, and the mountebank 
leads a thoufand. L’Ejlrange. 

BEAST, n.f. [ bejle , Fr. bejlia, Lat.] 

1. An animal diftinguiflied from birds, infeXs, fifties, and man. 

The man that once did fell the lion’s (kin. 

While the beafl liv’d, was kill’d with hunting him. Sbakefp. 
Beajls of chafe are the buck, the doe, the fox, the martern, 
and the roe. Beajls of the foreft arc the hart, the hind, the 
hare, the boar, and the wolf. Beajls of warren arc the hare 
and cony. Count. 

2. An irrational animal, oppofed to man ; as man and benjl. 

I dare do all that may become a man ; 

Who dares do more, is none. 

What bcajl was’t then 

That made you bicak this enterprize to me ? Macbetb. 

Medea’s charms were there, Circean feafts. 

With bowls that turn’d enamour’d youths to beajls. Dryden. 

3. A brutal favage man, a man aXing in any manner unworthy 
of a reafonablc creature. 

Be'astincs. See Beestincs. 

Be'astliness. n.f. [from btajlly.] Brutality; praXiceofany 
kind contrary to the rules of humanity. 

They held this land, and with their filthinefs 
Polluted this fame gentle foil long time ; 

That their own mother loath’d their beaftlinefs, 

And ’gan abhor her brood’s unkindly crime, fairy 2 >ueen. 

Be'astly. adj. [from be aft.] 

1. Brutal ; contrary to the nature and dignity of man. It is ufed 
commonly as a term of reproach. 

Wouldftthou have thyfclf fall in the confufion of men, or 
remain a beaft with beafts ?— Ay — a beaft ly ambition. Sbakefp. 

You beaft ly knave, know you no reverence l King Lear. 

With lewd, prophane, and btajlly phrafe, 

To catch the world’s loofe laughter or vain gaze. B. Jobnf 
Vain idols. 

It is commonly charged upon the gentlemen of the army, 
that the btajlly vice of drinking to excefs, hath been lately, from 
their example, reftored among us. Swift- 

2. Having the nature or form of beafts. , 

Btajlly divinities, and droves of gods. 




samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Lang 


1. 


1 Cor. ix. 26. 
Dryden. 


BE A 

To BEAT. v. a. prefer, beat, part. pa/T. beat, or beaten. [ lattre , 
French.] 

Xo ftrike ; to knock ; to lay blows upon. 

So fi°ht I, not as one that bcatetb the air. 

He rav’d with all themadnefs of dcfpair; 

He roar’d, he beat his breaft, he tore his hair. 

To punifti with ftripcs or blows. 

They’ve chofe a conful that will from them take 
Their liberties; make them of no more voice 
Than dogs, that are as often beat for harking, 

And therefore kept to do fo. Sbakefp. Cariolanus. 

Miftrefs Ford, good heart, is beaten black and blue, that you 
cannot fee a white fpot about her. Sbakefp. M. Wives of Windf. 

There is but one fault for which children ftiould be beaten ; 
and that is obftinacy or rebellion. Locke. 

. To ftrike an inftrument of mufick. 

Bid them come forth and hear; 

Or at their chamber door I’ll beat the drum, 

Till it cry, fleep to death. Sbakefp. King Lear. 

. To break to powder, or comminute by blows. 

The people gathered manna, and ground it in mills, or beat 
it in a mortar, and baked it. Numbers , xi. 8. 

They did beat the gold into thin plates, and cut it into wires, 
to work if. Exodus , xxxix. 3. 

They favc the laborious work of beating of hemp, by making 
the axlctree of the main wheel of their corn mills longer than 
ordinary, and placing of pins in them, to raife large hammers 
like thofe ufed for paper and fulling mills, with which they beat 
mod of their hemp. Mortimer's Husbandry. 

Ncftor, wc fee, furniflied the gold, and he beat it into leaves, 
fo that he had occafion to make ufe of his anvil and hammer. 

Broome's Notes on the Odyftey. 
To flrike bullies or ground, or make a motion to rouze game. 

It is ftrange how long fome men will lie in wait to (peak, 
and how many other matters they will beat over to come near 

Bacon’s Ejfays. 

When from the cave thou rifeft with the day. 

To beat the woods, and rouze the bounding prey. Prior. 
Together let us beat this ample field, 
r Try what the open, what the covert yield. Pope. 

To threfh ; to drive the corn out of the hulk. 

She gleaned in the field, and beat out that (lie had gleaned. 

... . Ruth, ii. 1 7. 

Fo mix things by long and frequent agitation. 

By long beating the white of an egg, you may bring it into 
uffiitc curds. _ Boyle. 

To batter with engines of war. 

And he beat down the tower of Pen ucl, and flew the men of 

^ c, 9 r ]i , „ Judges, vm. 17. 

1 o dain, as water, or bruih as wind. 

Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lies dark and wild ; beat with perpetual ftorms 
Of whirlwind and dire hail. Milt. Paradife Loft, b. ii. 
\V nh tempefts beat, and to the winds a fcorn. Rofeomnon. 
hue winds and ftorms his lofty forehead beat. 

The common fate °f all that’s high or great. Denham. 

As when a lion in the midnight hours. 

Beat by^rude bkfts, art! wet with wintry (how’rs. 
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Pope. 


B ackmore. 


Dcfcends terrifick from the mountain’s brow. 

10. To tread a path. 

While I this unexampled taft: eflay, 

Pafs awful gulfs, and beat my painful way, 

Celcllial dove, divine affiftancc bring, 
it. I o make a path by marking it with tracks. 

J* th f t . W ‘ Q kno ' v thc trulh of things, muft leave the com- 
mon and beaten track. , , 

1 2. To conquer ; to fubdue ; to vanquifh. “ 

. . Hercules and Lichas play at dice, 

. \ b ‘ cb ‘ s the better man l The greater throw 
May turn by fortune from the weaker hand • 
bo is Alcides beaten by his page. Sbakefp. Merchant of Venice. 
You fouls of geefe, 

I hat bear thc (ha pcs of men, how have you run 
t torn flaves that apes would beat ? Sbakefp. Coriolanus 
T , Five times, Marcius, 

have fought with thee, fo often haft thou beat me. Shake ft. 
I nave difeern d the foe fccurely lie, ^ 

00 proud to fear a beaten enemy. Dryden' s Indian Em's 

Lucauefi.° mm r’ PC r nP LuCCa firmly that 

Lucque e can beat five Florentines. ' Addifon on £ 
ra-iifin A km i e L P ,rus > joining his (hips to thotb of the Sv- 

, o thC * 6*. Arbutbnet 'on Coins 

j. 1 o harrals ; to over-labour. 

fwnA" 0 ? ^' nt ,° f wifdom for a ™ n to beat his brains and 

And r ‘ ntS * T UtthingS im P° ffiblc - Skewed on Provident 

Arid as in prifons mean rogues beat 

rJemp, for the ferviccof the great; 

bo Whacum beat his dirty brains 

advance his mafter’s fame and gains. 

fej his ,imr ' 


criticlc. 
Vgl. I. 


who docs 


not intend to be a 
Locke. 
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14. To iay, or prefs, as Handing corn by hard weather. 

Her awn (hall bltfs her ; 

Her foes (hake, like a field of beaten corn. 

And hang their heads with forrow. Sbakefp. Henry \ IJL 
13. To deprels; to cruih by repeated oppofttion; ufualty with 
the particle down. 

Albeit a pardon was proclaimed, touching any fpcec}i tru - 
ing to treafon, yet could not the boldnefs be beaten derives either 
with that feverity, or with this lenity be abated. Hayward. 

Our warriours propagating thc I rcnch language, at the fame 
time they are beating down their power. Addijou. Sped!. N 1 65. 
Such an unlook’d for ftorm o( ills falls oil me. 

It beats ilown all my ftrength. Addifon s Cato. 

16. To drive by violence. 

Twice have I fally’d, and was twice beat back. Dryden. 
He that proceeds upon other principles in his inquiry', does 
at leaft poft himfelf in a party, which he will not quit, till he 
be beaten out. Locke. 

He cannot beat it out of his head, hut that it was a cardinal 
who picked his pocket. Addifon. Freeholder , N 44. 

The younger part of mankind might be beat off from the be- 
lief of the moft important points even of natural religion, by 
the impudent jefts of a profane wit. Watts’s Impr. of thc Mind. 

17. To move with fluttering agitation. 

Thrice have I beat die wing, and rid with night 
About the world. Dryden s State of Innocence. 

iS. To beat down. ’I’o endeavour by treaty to leflen the price 
demanded. 

Surveys rich moveables with curious ey'e. 

Beats down the price, and threatens ftill to buy. Dryden: 
She perfuaded him to truft the renegado with the money he 
had brought over for their ranfom ; as not queftioning but he 
would beat down the terms of it. Addifon. Spefiat. N" 1 99. 

19. To beat down. To fink or leffen thc value. 

Ufury beats down the price of land ; for the employment of 
money is chiefly either merchandizing or purchafing ; and ufury 
way-lays both. Bacon’s Ejfays , N° 42. 

20. To beat up. I o attack fuddenly ; to alarm. 

I hey lay in that quiet pofture, without making the leaft im- 
preflion upon the enemy, by beating up his quarters, which 
might eafily have been done. Clarendon, b. viii. 

V\ ill. fancies he fhould never have been the man he is, had 
not he broke windows, knocked down conftables, and beat up 
a lewd woman’s quarters, when he was a young fellow. Addif. 

2 • . To beat the b of. To walk ; to go on foot. 

To Beat. v. n. 

1. I o move in a pulfatory manner. 

I would gladly underftand the formation of a foul, and fee 
it beat thc firft confcious pulfe. Collier on Thought. 

2. J o daih, as a flood or ftorm. 

I his publick envy feemeth to beat chiefly' upon miniftere. 

, . Bacon’s Ejfays, N° 9. 

Your brow, which docs no fear of thunder know, 

Sees fowling tempefts vainly beat below. Dryden. 

And one fees many of the like hollow' fpaccs worn in the 
bottoms of the rocks, as they are more or lefs able to refill thc 
lmpreffions ot thc w'ater that beats againft them. Addifon 

3. 1 o knock at a door. J 

* I hC , mtn ° fr , tl } e , cit - v tbe boi ‘f e round about, and beat 
at the door, and fpake to the maftcr of thc houfe. '7udr.\ix.22i 

4. 1 o move with frequent repetitions of the fame act or ftrokc. " 

( No pulfe (hall keep 

His nat’ral progrefs, but furccafe to beat. Sb. Rom. and Tuh 
iUy temp rate pulfe does regularly' beat ; 

Feel, and be fatisfy’d. DrydtWs Ptr r taf% ^ - 

• u- man 5 1Ca . rt >ents ’‘ anc * tbc blood circulates, which it is not 
in his power, by any thought or volition, to Hop. Locke. 

5. 1 o throb ; to be 111 agitation, as a forefwelling. 

t- , . A turn or two I’ll walk, 

, T 1 2 T m ' V tfat, ? S mmd - Sbakefp. Temped. 

C. To fluXuate ; to be in agitation. 1 ^ 

J he tempeft in my mind 
Doth from my fenfes tike all feeling elfe, 

- Sbakefp. Kin* Lear 

,. To try different ways; to fenreh. J * 

I am ahvays beating about in my thoughts for fomethin^ that 

7 Tofi^ K ne i of 1,^“^ 

J o find an honeft man, I beat about, 

8. P '" fe Him " " ~ 

h “ <1 ° f Jonah ' V"r d ’ “0 


Jonah , iv. 48. 


9 - I ^fpeak frequently; to repeat; to enforce by repetition 

gre-t iiTneftn T TT 3 ff>CCch ’ by of thJir fo 

leged wonk m ° rC m ° rc U P° n ^ I** al- 

“ d rcrv ' m, r • bth f t; . 

Beat. part, paff.ve. [from the verb.] 


Hooker, b. ii. § 4 . 
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